
Howard County Gasoline Service Station Conditional Use Standards 

 

24. Gasoline Service Stations  

A Conditional Use may be granted in the B-2, SC, M-1, M-2, or PEC Districts for gasoline service stations, 

provided that:  

a. The use will not adversely affect the general welfare or logical development of the neighborhood or 

area in which the station is proposed and will not have a blighting influence as a result of a proliferation 

of gasoline service stations within a particular area.  

b. The minimum lot size for a gasoline service station is 20,000 square feet. If a gasoline service station is 

combined with another use on the same lot, the minimum lot size shall be increased in accordance with 

the provisions of Section 131.0.N.24.i.  

c. The lot shall have at least 120 feet of frontage on a public road. If at the intersection of two public 

roads, the total of the frontage along both roads may be used if ingress or egress is provided to both 

roads.  

d. At least 20 percent of the site area shall be landscaped. The landscaping plan shall include plantings 

which enhance the appearance of the site from public roads and provide appropriate buffering for 

adjacent uses.  

e. Solid walls such as masonry or wood and masonry may be required by the Hearing Authority when 

the site borders a residential district. When solid walls are required, landscape planting is required on 

the outside of the wall.  

f. Refuse areas shall be fenced or screened from view. The plan shall indicate the disposal methods to be 

used for all waste material generated by vehicle repair operations.  

g. Access driveways and on-site paved areas shall be designed and located to ensure safe and efficient 

movement of traffic and pedestrians.  

h. Operation  

(1) Outside operations shall be limited to the dispensing of gasoline, oil, water, pressurized air, the 

changing of tires and minor servicing. Storage of all automotive supplies shall be within the main 

structure.  

(2) Vending machines and the sale of propane are permitted as accessory uses, provided these uses are 

screened or enclosed if required by the Hearing Authority.  



(3) The premises shall be maintained at all times in a clean and orderly condition, including the care or 

replacement of plant materials required in the landscaping plan. The responsibility for compliance with 

this provision shall be with all parties having a lease or ownership interest in the gasoline service station.  

(4) Where a gasoline service station is adjacent to a residential district, its hours of operation and a 

detailed lighting plan shall be approved by the Hearing Authority.  

i. Other Uses  

(1) Other uses may be located on the same lot as a gasoline service station, including uses permitted in 

the zoning district as well as car washes and convenience stores, provided that all uses are approved by 

the Hearing Authority and the  

(2) Minimum lot area is increased to accommodate the combination of uses. At a minimum, the 

minimum lot size of 20,000 square feet must be increased by an area equal to the gross square footage 

of floor area, parking area and loading or stacking areas required for the additional uses.  

(3) In the PEC, M-1 and M-2 Districts, the gross floor area of convenience stores shall not exceed 3,500 

feet. 

j. Abandonment  

(1) The premises (including landscaping) of any gasoline service station which is not in continuous 

operation or is abandoned shall be maintained in the same manner as is required under these 

regulations for operating gasoline service stations.  

(2) A Conditional Use for a gasoline service station shall become void upon notice of abandonment by 

the owner. If notice of abandonment is not received, but it is determined by the Department of Planning 

and Zoning that a gasoline service station has not been in continuous operation for a period of twelve 

months, a revocation hearing shall be initiated by the Department of Planning and Zoning in accordance 

with the procedures set forth in Section 131.0.L. For purposes of this subsection, "continuous operation" 

shall mean operation as a gasoline service station at least eight hours per day, five days per week.  

(3) If a gasoline service station is abandoned and the Conditional Use becomes void as provided above, 

all gasoline pumps, pump island canopies and other improvements (not including buildings) shall be 

removed from the site within six months of the date the Conditional Use becomes void. 


